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Answer 

Item #1  
 

The PASecureID handout indicates the objective was to assign id’s to 
PreK-12.  Please explain how PASecureID affects Early Intervention?  
Our MAWA is not using PASecureID’s. 

Not a requirement at this time, but if you have already 
obtained an ID continue use. 

 PA Secure ID – I have never received an answer as to whether EI 
students will receive a PA Secure ID.  If they do, will it not breach 
the confidentiality issue when they become school age since a 
district will know the student received special education in Early 
Intervention?  It was my understanding that parents had to give 
permission for this information to be shared with the school age 
district. 

If the parent intends to register and the child is still 
eligible.  FERPA permits exchange of information 
between the two educational entities without prior 
parental consent. 

Item #7 Will the ethnicity codes be changing? To be determined by USED 
Item #8 Does LEP pertain to Early Intervention?? yes 
Item #11   Will you please provide more clarification on Mental Retardation 

being added to the list of Secondary Disabilities?  
 

If the Evaluation/Reevaluation Report indicates that MR 
is the secondary disability, LEAs can now report it as a 
secondary disability. 

 We sometimes have more than a secondary disability?  Do you only 
want the primary, secondary, and not the rest? 

At this time we only collect primary and secondary. 

Item #22 Should a semi-colon be used to separate  
multiple responses in the export as is done for Related Services? 

Yes 

Item #23 Non Pub students with Services Plan (not a 504 student) – Item #23 
on Resource Guide – are they to be included in the 12/1 & 6/30 
counts? 

 

If the student has an Equitable Participation Service 
Plan the IU will count these students in an aggregate 
table submitted by the IU.  The school district does not 
count the students.  If the student is Dually Enrolled 
with an IEP the school district counts the student. 

Item #24  Does the Neighborhood School field apply to EI?    
 

No 

 Should this be left blank for EI students? 
 

Yes 

 The resource guide at one time indicated what section of an IEP we 
could find the information for certain fields.  Where on the IEP do we 
find the information relating to Neighborhood School? 

Section 7C Educational Placement  
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 Neighborhood School – Neighborhood could be confusing and might 
be interpreted as any school in the district.  Is it possible to call this 
Home School, or something that would indicate the school that 
student would normally attend? 

No. We must collect data as presented on the IEP 

 Neighboring School - As this information is not being collected for 
children eligible for 12/1 child count if a student had an IEP prior to 
4/2006 how will Penn State know if the IEP is prior to April.  Won't 
those with blanks be edits?  This is potentially many children as 
these would be children considered for ESY. 

As discussed at training.  We will forward an edit check 
report, your only requirement will be to confirm that the 
data are accurate. 

 Neighborhood Schools – This field was just added to the IEP in April 
2006.  In the file that the IU’s submit, are you accepting 
Neighborhood Schools as a blank field for students who have an 
eligible disability under IDEA with IEPs developed prior to 4/1/2006?  
These IEPs will be current for the 12/1 child count.  I realize that IEP 
dates are fields not collected, so I would wonder how you would 
know if the field Item 24 if left blank is accurate or not.  Is this one 
of the years we are asked to do our best? 

Correct.  This field may be blank for students with 
revised IEP before April 1, 2006.  After 12/1 count, Penn 
State will send back for verification any files with this 
item blank.  If the IU already verified this information 
during their data collection process, all they have to do 
is to send an explanation to Penn State indicating that 
the data is accurate.  As discussed at the PennData 
training, please try to do your best. 

 For a full-time Vocational Technical School, which Neighborhood 
School Code would be appropriate? 

01 since it is a vocational school any student would 
attend. 

 One or more of our districts is using code 03 for Neighborhood 
School because their elementary school is at a maximum in some 
grade levels.  Therefore they are sending some students to another 
elementary school.  Is this correct? 

If they are sending students with and without disabilities 
to another elementary school, then that other school 
would be considered to be the “neighborhood school” 
defined as “the school that the student would attend if 
they did not have a disability”. 

General Do you know when the final version of the PennData resource Guide 
will be available?  What is the target date after August?  
 

First week in August 2006. 

 Will we still be collecting the Planned participation for PSSA/PASA? 
 

No 

 Some of my districts want to know if they still have to track PSSA 
info.  If we don’t track it in PennData, will they get the info directly 
from the districts?  It seemed to be such an important item before, I 
can’t believe they don’t want it tracked. 

PSSA planned participation is not a required item for 06-
07.  The Special Education Data Reports will continue 
reporting the PSSA results from the PDE Assessment 
Bureau. 

 For the table exports by LEA, do you want one file per LEA or one 
file with all LEAs (eg. If we have 10 LEAs, for table 1 do you want 10 

We would prefer you to send 1 file with data for all 
LEAs.  Export specifications are for a single LEA.  Follow 



files or 1 file with all 10 LEAs included?)  If separate files, how do we 
name the different files for the same table?  If one file, do we add  
rows for each LEA? 

the same specification for each LEA.  For example, if the 
file calls for 7 rows of data, there should be 7 rows of 
data for each LEA. 

 Exiting information - are we no longer reporting exiting information 
for school-age students?  There are exit reasons in the guide for only 
preschool.  Is that correct or a mistake?  

Exiting information will be collected using the Federal 
Aggregate Tables for ages 14-21. 

 Exit information - This is no longer a required field for school 
age and not in the Resource Guide.  Districts may think we do not 
need the exit information when we must report it for all 14-21 year 
olds.  Is it possible to put it back in the Resource Guide? 

Exiting information is still required.  It will be collected 
using the federal aggregate table for ages 14-21. 

 Who should report students in a Group Home in their district? Home District 
 Who should report Foster Home students? Host District 
 Which LEA reports students living in “host homes”?  We have a 

situation in a district where the student’s parents live in another 
district.  This is not a Foster Home situation or a Foreign Exchange 
Student.  The home is called a HOST HOME and we think it is 
something like respite care.  Please advise 

District of Residence of parents 

 Student’s parents live in Puerto Rico.  Student is Ward of State, but 
lives with Foster Parents from PA.  Who reports this student. 

Foster Parent District of Residence.  Also, indicate that 
the student is a Ward of State in Item 12. 

 Since you will be sending out parent surveys, how will you collect 
the addresses?  Shouldn't this be part of the data collection? 

Addresses of parents are not part of the 2006-07 
PennData system. 

 K4 programs run by a district, who counts those student’s? MAWA is responsible for identification and reporting of 
all eligible children in district K4 or Pre K programs. 

 Non Public Services Plan – Do we need to send a separate Table for 
this? 

No 

 Annotated IEP indicates the anniversary date of the IEP is based on 
the implementation date while the Regs say it is based on the 
meeting date.  Which is correct.  There are several versions of the 
annotated IEP that says the meeting date, but the latest one says 
the implementation date?  

The anniversary date for an IEP is one year from the 
date the IEP is implemented. So, for example, if an IEP 
is implemented on 10/15/06, the anticipated duration 
would be 10/14/07, and the next IEP would have to be 
implemented by 10/15/07.  Because an IEP must be 
implemented as soon as possible, but no later than 10 
school days, after completion of the IEP, the IEP team 
meeting should be held at least 10 school days prior to 
the implementation date. 

 Gifted Students – Is a NOREP required every year for gifted Please contact the Advisor for Gifted Students at PDE.  



students?    Barb Thrush, 717-783-6881.
 If there is no change in the student’s gifted placement year to year 

is a NOREP required? 
Please contact the Advisor for Gifted Students at PDE.  
Barb Thrush, 717-783-6881. 

 Should the student who are Home Schooled be removed from the 
PennData database if the district is not providing services for those 
students? 

Yes 

Table 1 Does collecting information for highly qualified replace collecting fully 
certified/not fully certified? 

Yes 

 Ages 3-5 - is this only staff serving preschool children or does this 
include district staff serving 5 year old children? 

EI and school age staff serving 5 year old children in 
FTE. 

 Which staff are we to indicate as paraprofessional?  Could you 
provide a list?  are the aides, bus drivers......?  

 

Paraprofessionals are those staff who are not identified 
as professional staff and provide direct services to 
students with disabilities. 

 It is our understanding that only Title 1 aides are Highly Qualified.  
What about others? 

School districts/charter schools determine who is and 
who is not highly qualified.  It is up to them to report to 
us.  All paraprofessionals were supposed to be highly 
qualified as of July 1, 2006 

Table 2 Are bus drivers considered paraprofessionals and are they to be 
reported in Table 2 or 3?  Please be specific as to who are 
paraprofessionals. 

No.   Bus drivers are NOT considered paraprofessionals.  
Transportation services, if any, are reported only on 
item 20 (Related Services).  The new federal aggregate 
tables do not ask for this information on the aggregate 
tables. 

Tables 3 In each one of these sections there a column that say > 10 days, 
less than 10 days, 2-10 days, totaling 10 days - is this consecutive or 
cumulative? 

Cumulative 

 Are bus drivers considered paraprofessionals and are they to be 
reported in Table 2 or 3?  Please be specific as to who are 
paraprofessionals. 

No.   Bus drivers are NOT considered paraprofessionals.  
Transportation services, if any, are reported only on 
item 20 (Related Services).  The new federal aggregate 
tables do not ask for this information on the aggregate 
tables. 

 Do Speech/Language Pathologists get reported on Tables 1 and 2 or 
Table 3? 

Table 3 for the 2006-07 school year 

 In the past we were told that only Speech Language Pathologists of  
the clinical nature should be included in Table 3, and the speech  

Yes, all speech an language pathologists are to be 
reported in Table 3.  Audiologists are reported in Table 



language pathologists should be included in Table 1 and 2, as a  
teacher.  I just want to be sure I understand that PDE now wants us 
to report them in Table 3 as a related service provider. What about 
our Hearing Therapists?  
 

3.  Hearing Therapists (I am assuming you are talking 
about teachers), Table 1. 

 On page 63 of the RG, Table 3 – Row 1 through 5 and beyond, is 
has the wording Fully Certified, Not Fully Certified or should it say 
Highly Qualified, Not Highly Qualified? 

Tables 1 and 2 are highly qualified or not.  Table 3 is 
fully certified or not. 

Tables 1-3 If a teacher is teaching 5 year olds and may also be teaching 6 and 
7 year olds, should the same teacher be reported on Tables 1 and 2? 

No, report the teacher one time only. 

 On Tables 1 – 3 how would the teacher be counted in the following 
scenarios.  A. When student gets only sp/lang services, is the sp/l 
teacher considered a teacher, thereby needing to be reported on 
Tables 1 and 2?  B.  When the student gets LS or ES, etc. and S/L, 
then S/L is considered a related service, thereby needing to be 
reported on Table 3?  C.  If needing to report on all 3 tables, you 
could have many scenarios for 1 teacher: such as; teacher with a 
few 5 year olds, teacher with student 6-21, as a related service 
person.  Would each one of these require a portion of the FTE? 

A.  All Speech-Language Pathologists are to be reported 
on Table 3.  B. All Speech-Language Pathologists are to 
be reported on Table 3.  C. Yes, FTE is calculated on the 
amount of time the staff is working with students with 
IEPs, not a student here or there. 

 Are speech and language staff reported in Table 2 or Table 3 for the 
2006-2007 school year? 

Speech personnel are to be reported on Table 3.  

Tables 4-7 Exiting information for School Age is gone even though we have an 
exit report.  How will we report this information? 

Exiting information will be collected using the Federal 
Aggregate Tables for ages 14-21 

 If a student is withdrawn from school to attend home school or a 
charter school, what should be the exit reason? 

Moved, known to be continuing.

Tables 4-13 Is the IU considered a LEA for Tables 4 through 13?  Do students 
enrolled in IU operated programs, get reported under the IU or 
under their home district?  Tables 1 through 3 are reporting 
personnel so the IU employed people would get reported under the 
IU AUN number.  Does the same thing apply to students - do 
students in IU programs get reported under the IU AUN number or 
under their home district? 

All students with IEPs are reported by their home/host 
district.  IUs may give the information to the district or 
may add their information after the district submits their 
data, making sure districts gets informed of this 
situation and they receive a final report.

Table 8 Can IU’s continue to submit Table 8 data via an Excel spreadsheet Yes 
 This year we were asked to separate Table 8 and send one export 

for preschool and another export for school age.  Is this going to be 
The information for Preschool and School Age maybe on 
the same excel file.  Data for preschool children should 



continued?  If so, what should be used for the naming convention to 
differentiate the files? 

have the AUN of the MAWA (IU) and school age children 
the AUN of their Home District 

 Is it correct that it's initial evaluations completed during 7/1/06-
06/30/07.   Consent to evaluate can be prior to 7/1/06.

Yes 

 Table 8 – Initial Evaluations.  Please confirm the selection criteria for 
this report?  All initial evaluations who’s date received permission to 
evaluate is in the required date range? Or All initial evaluations 
whose ER date is in the required date range? 

ER completed with required date ranges.  Consent to 
evaluate can be prior to 7/1/06. 

 When a Student moves from Early Intervention to school age and 
the child is evaluated – does this count as an initial evaluation for 
the district?  

No 

 When a student is initially evaluated and found Not Eligible – they 
are counted on table 8.  If the same student, in the future, comes 
back for another evaluation (1year…4 years time) how is this 
counted on table 8. Is this another initial evaluation, since they were 
“not eligible” the first time? Or is this classed as a re evaluation?  

Initial, since you must be receiving services to be 
reevaluated. 

 

 If a student is dismissed from Special Education and in the future, 
(1year…4 years time), comes in for another evaluation is this 
counted as a re evaluation or an initial evaluation?  

Initial, since you must be receiving services to be 
reevaluated. 

 
 If a student moves in to PA from out of state with an out of state 

IEP would this be classed as an Initial evaluation? 
No 

 Are gifted and speech only students reported on Table 8? Gifted only? No.  Speech only? Yes 
Tables 9-13 Are the discipline tables supposed to be duplicated or unduplicated 

count of students? 
 

Unduplicated count for "Number of Children." 

 12 (new column) Serious Bodily Injury, what classifies it?  Can we 
have a definition. 

See IDEA 2004 for Federal Definition 

Tables 9-12 Tables 9 through 12 - are students suspended for reasons other than 
drugs, weapons or serious bodily injury included on these Tables?  If 
yes - which sections?  Or to ask it a different way - do sections 3, 4 
and 5 only include the students reported in section 1? 

Yes, but we are not required to collect and report the data.

   
Table 10 Suspensions – Table 10 Disciplinary Removals – Is this in school, out 

of school or both? 
Both.  LEAs report on column 3 out-of-school 
suspensions, and in-school-suspensions on column 4. 



 On page 39 of the resource guide – Table 10 – For in school 
suspensions  Item C Number of children with in school 
suspensions/expulsions totaling 10 days or less and Item D is the 
same.  Question is should EXPULSIONS be there?  Are there such 
things as in-school expulsions? 

For C and D you are correct, expulsions should not be 
listed for in-school.  We will correct the Resource Guide.  
This will be fixed on all Suspension/Expulsion tables. 

Table 13 Is PDE looking for a report of children that were expelled, but not 
removed to an alternative ed setting vs. being removed to an 
alternative ed setting? There is more than one way to interpret table 
13 – depending on whether you look at the actual table (page 47 of 
the Resource Guide) or if you look at the Summary of Supplemental 
Information Tables for Federal Reporting (page 5 of Resource 
Guide). 
If we interpret the way the actual table looks – we might be 
expected to collect data on regular ed students.  I believe there is 
already a system in place to report their discipline data, so what is 
the rationale or need for PennData to collect this regular ed data? 
 

The federal table 13 requests data of all students 
expelled (i.e., students with IEPs and students without 
IEPs).  Then you specify if they received services of 
not.  If a student is moved to an Interim Alternate 
Placement, this means that the student received 
services.  For additional information regarding the 
definition of expulsion in Pennsylvania, please see PDE 
definition under the Safe Schools collection. 

 Is the definition of “Children subject to Expulsion” mean any Children 
that were removed from the school they regularly attend, and placed 
in Alternative Ed?     

No, the students who were expelled are students who 
are expelled from the school district through the 
expulsion process outlined in Chapter 11 of the School 
Code. 

 And then, if they are in Alternative Ed, wouldn’t they, by definition, 
be receiving educational services?      
 

Yes 

 If a child was expelled from regular ed, and then it is identified that 
the behavior was because they were in need of special education. 
Does this expulsion count in the regular ed totals or in the special ed 
totals?  

If the student does not have a current IEP, you count 
the student in regular education totals. 

 
 How does a district know if the expelled student is receiving Special 

Education? 
If the student has an IEP, the district is required to 
provide FAPE. 

 Table 13 has two rows of data: 1) children with disabilities, 2) 
children without disabilities 
At the top of the table: OSEP Table 5, Section E: Children subject to 
expulsion with and without educational services by disability status. 
 

In this reference disability status means with disabilities 
or without.  Not by disability category.  Again this is one 
of those areas we have questioned many times - "why 
are we collecting data for non-disabled students"...  
Hope this answers your question. 



My question is this, with it saying By Disability Status is this meaning 
that for 1) children with disabilities for table 13 you are looking to 
collect this by disability category based on receiving education 
services or not receiving educational services? 
This would be significant, what I was planning to do is distribute an 
excel spreadsheet that looks just like Table 13 and tell district to just 
give me numbers for each column/row.   
Please clarify ASAP as I need this could be a significant change. 

 

 Is PDE asking if the student receives Special Ed. Educational Services 
in the Alternative Ed setting?  Or is PDE looking for a report of 
children that were expelled, but not removed to an alternative ed 
setting vs. being removed to an alternative ed setting? 
 

Expelled, and expelled and continuing to receive 
services regardless of where they receive the services. 

 If a student is expelled from school and the parents arrange services 
from an outside source, should they be included in Part A or B on 
Table 13? 

If the student had an IEP when expelled, the LEA is 
responsible for services.  ALL students with IEPs are to 
be reported in A. 

   
 Received or Not Received Educational Services During Expulsion, it's 

education in general, (Regular/Special ED.), correct? 
Yes 

 Why are we reporting the expulsion/suspension information if it is 
being reported with the Safe Schools report? 

Federal Requirement 

 We have done preliminary research and many PennData software 
vendors feel that their software will not be able to import district 
data on non-Special Ed students.  Some of the data for the tables 
cannot be generated unless all of the other special ed data is 
downloaded and verified.  A non-exceptional student would not have 
the required data for the software to operate properly.  Can the data 
for Table 13 be submitted by district via an Excel spreadsheet 
similarly to the way we submitted Table 8 in 2005-06? 

Yes, you may submit the data in excel.  Data for all 
LEA’s within the IU should be included in one excel 
spreadsheet. 

 If a child was visited by for example a Social Worker, but not 
provided education, which column does this apply?  Column A or 
Column B? 

If they received Educational Services you use Column A.  
If they did not received Educational Services you use 
Column B. 

 


